Objects of Study Research Cards
The Grange

Card 1: Title:  Why the Grange as an association is well situated to foster the rebuilding of communities in California.
Card 2: Area of Interest:  The role of fraternal associations (and specifically the Patrons of Husbandry, the Grange) within the continued populist movement in fostering healthy communities. 
Card 3:  Topic:  
Card 4: Research Question:  How can a small group of Community Organizers throughout California (who are also Grangers) foster a resurgence in building healthy communities.
Card 5:  Practical Problem:  More communities in California are experiencing greater difficulties due to the accelerated deconstruction and fragmentation of the social safety net. While associations with gathering Halls had historically provided an economic, political and social support system to their communities,  the aging membership, civic disengagement, characterization of the events and people of the times has led to shutting out of potential new members.   
Card 6: Research Problem:  How can these associations once again provide unity and strength to their communities? 
Topic: I am studying the history of the Agrarian movement after the Civil War and the role of fraternities in creating parallel societies;

Question: I want to find out how the people and the events of the times created the social movement that resulted in the economic enterprises, political activities and the remaining social infrastructure within communities.


I am trying to show you how the human conditions are essentially the same with corporate fraud, government malfeasance, and personal ambition and that it is up to the people to create solutions that will work for them.
This is in order to explain to you why the generational as well as (class, race, gender) schism is just a front when we really have the same goals in mind.

Card 7:  Techniques:  Research the history of the Agrarian movement after the Civil War; the role of fraternities in creating parallel societies; racism, classism and sexism in organizational cultures; business economic development enterprises; newly formed political parties; and the formation of the Grange as a center of social activities within the community. Read academic analysis, newspaper articles during the research period, minutes from local fraternal organizations, interview long term members.   Compare the questions and solutions of the past to the phrasing of the problems of today.
Card 8: Information Produced:  The case studies will document the similarities and differences of the motivations and strategies of various communities.  It will show the why and how they came together.  It will give reinforcement to community organizers to wish to pursue initiating community dialogue to identify issues and propose community developed solutions.  
Card 9:  Glossary

